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Taiji is a small fishing town of 3,000 people, located on the tip of the Kii Peni inWi F
Awash with the warm waters of the "Kuroshio" BlackTide,
the winding local coastline is a beautiful natural medley of clear, blue waters and steep, green mountains.
Now, Taiji is rethinking its relationship with whales as it builds for the future.
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The Taiji “Michi no Eki” has a food court, a local market, sightseeing and travel
information, and restroom facilities. It serves as a gateway for town visitors.
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HAYATOQ SAKURAI : Curator, Taiji Historical Archives /
Advisory Curator, New Bedford Whaling Museum
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FISHING
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Taiji\has a whaling history that goes back over 400 years,
and seafood.isstill a.major industry: The town-is located
“In,the southem_Kishu region, where'just off the coast the
wam“Kuroshio’tide:collides with:the-cold-ocean current.
Plankton and small fish are ﬁlénﬁm‘drawing a variety of
larger sea life and'making for great fishing year-round.
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In Taiji, there are many places to interact with whales and
dolphins. The town proudly operates a world-class museum,
an aquarium with live dolphins, as well as sea kayak tours
and swimming areas that allow visitors to come in close
contact with the sea mammals. These can all be enjoyed by
the entire family, from children to adults.
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If you come to Taiji, please stay a few days and enjoy the
slow life. The town has five hotels, ryokans, and inns.
Some lodgings offer natural hot spring baths, while others
allow visitors to use their bathing facilities.
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Spring is the season for fresh Japanese seaweed

delicacies, as well as fish such as mackerel, barracuda,
bonito, and mahi-mabhi.
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SUMMER
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In summer abalone and all varieties of shellfish are in
season, along with flying fish and mackerel. “Nizadai”
(scalpel sawtail), an exotic fish that is highly prized in
Japan, was once caught in abundance by fixed nets set
during the summer.
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Asuka Shrine Autumn Season Festival
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In mid-September the embargo on“ise-ebi,”or spiny
lobster, a delicacy across Japan, is lifted. The season
for whale runs from September through November, and

fish such as sunfish, sea bream, and several species of
mackerel are plump and delicious.
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WINTER
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Taiji is a neighbor to the town of Katsuura, one of Japan’s

most famous ports for fresh, raw tuna. In the winter,
tuna is also ilable in Taiji, and it is the

season for delicious plump yellowtail and sea bream.
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Taijiura Whale Festival
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First Sunrise
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Japanese Common Squid
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The warm Kuroshio "black tide" current meets the cold . N
Ebisu Shrine

ocean current just off of Taiji Harbor, drawing a rich
assortment of sea life.Taiji sits on the migration routes of
many types of large fish and whales, which have been a
source of prosperity since ancient times. The local fishery
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Taiji Field Kayak , Sea Kayak
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Holistic Space Japan Medical and Resort
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